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Mrs. ZAMES's Application 


To the HonoukaBLE the 


COMMONS 
Aſſembled in PARLIAMENT, 

On the behalf of the PRINTERS. 
Can aſſure Your Honours, I could not have that any one could have 


dared to ha ſach a Bill I faw the Prizters Reaſons) 
Sure it 1 Aer pn 1 For it wholly aims at the 


ruin of Prizters, Beok-ſellers and Stationers ; — N Fire to de- 
the whole Nation : Indeed the ; er that d this ble Bill 

me, Thet he would hang ny half the at this rate he may hang them 
all. For, 


I. What an unreaſonable thing it is to expoſe Printing? That any one may Work at 


it, that have not ſerved an Apprentiſhip to it. When, 


11. There is not half Imploy for them that are already, and a great many are gone off 
for want of Imployment. 

III. And for the moſt part of thoſe Journey-men that do remain, when they come to 
be Sick they cannot ſupport themſelves, but are forced to have 3 
Trade, which is but ſmall Relief ſor a Sick Man and his Famil © halls ie is a grea 
fince they have ſo many Privileges to keep them from want 1 
did not detain them) that they might live like Men and be happy. 

Ruin the Book:ſellers, for 


Iv. The; of Printing over the whole Kingdom, wi 
no Man will bor Books, if he can have the „ fs. them, and 


any Book that ſells moſt, they will Pi int, not ſometimes 
che Copy co colt the Book-ſe 4 a greal deal er nr Be d 44, th of Printing , 
which i ſell not — off, it would be their great loſs 3 fo by this means 
the Pf wi will loſe his Countrey Trade, and by conſequence have little imploy for 
the Printer 


V. As for bringing Books from Forreign Parts ready printed. it will deſtroy both Printers, 


9 Hers and Stationers, beſides the inavoidable inconveniency of 8 Treaſon. 
ont doubt but when Tour Honour conſiders the Hl BILL, 
ber yon will abhor ir, and fling it out: And if Your Honodrs will Etabiſh = 


2 to 40, of Parliam ext on that behalf 

be but Twenty-four Maſter Printers, the KING's Printers. 
1 Thar ee them ſhould have no more than Three Apprentices at a time, 

and ot els, 

III. That they ſhould employ none but Free-men, and their Privileges was to have Co- 
py and Holy-days : But by the Multiplication of Prizters, they Under- work the 
Trade ſo much, that the Maſter cannot afford to give it as formerly. For indeed the Maſter 
Printers by this means becomes Slaves to the 1, fearing A offend them, leaſt they 
ſhould have no Work at all; I can aſſure Your Honours, i it is not ſelf-intereſt, but the Pub- 
lick Good, and the Peace of the Kingdom, and the great love I bear to Juſtice and Equity, 
that moves me to trouble Your Honours in this matter. 

And I humbly beſeech Your Honours (ſince the moſt High C O D hath given you Pow- 
er) to Redreſs t Grievances of the Prizters 3 ſeeing the Company of S:ationers, have 


all the Copys that to Printers divided among themſelves, which are very conſide- 
rable, and were giv their [ becauſe they were confin'd Pact ſerting 
up. And if Your would to Order the Company of Statiomers to reſtore 
their Copys (or make better Proviſion for them) which they cannot = deny, then will 
Yoa be like Mordecei, that ſaved his from Ruin 

And by doing and ſettling the Printing-Irade , Your Honours will ſecure the 
Peace of this ; and there's none will preſume to go into holes and corners to Princ 


Treaſon: Bur theſe that are here will admire Your Honours, and the Generations to come 
will be bound to bleſs tb God g for You, and Your Memories will be precious. 


And the Moſt High Cod grant that you may not only be precious to Men , but that yo 
Humble Servant ard Soul- well Per, 


way find favour bi OD, — be eternally ; ox, Which is the defere of — 


ELIANOR JAMES 
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